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EXAM REGISTRATION 

Q: When is the bar exam? 

A: The standard administration of the bar exam is July 30th & 31st. Applicants with accommodations may test for 
additional days. 

Q: Which accommodations will require additional days of testing? 

A:  Applicants who receive extended time as an accommodation will test for additional days. Applicants who are granted 
25% or 50% additional time will test on July 30, 31 and August 1st. Applicants who are granted 100% additional time will 
test on July 30, 31, and August 1 and 2. 

Q: When can I register for the bar exam? 

A: Registration for the exam opens on April 5, 2024 at 12:00am ET and closes on May 9, 2024 at 5:00pm ET. Please note 
that the date AND time of the deadline. There is no late registration. The application questions on the online application 
must be complete and all required documents (including accommodation requests where applicable) must be uploaded 
to the online application and the application fee must be paid by May 9, 2024 at 5:00pm ET. There are no exceptions. 

Q: What happens if I pay for my application after 5:00pm ET? 

A: You will not be able to make payment after 5:00pm ET. There are no exceptions to the stated time or date of the 
deadline. Please register early to avoid any last minute problems. The application will not be re-opened for any reason. 

Q: How do I register for the exam? 

A: To register, create an account on the Committee on Admissions website using the “create account” button.  You may 
view the application questions and required forms by selecting “Browse Forms”. Then select “Apply” under “Application 
for Admission By Examination”.  

Q: Can I take the exam if I finish all credits for my J.D. in August? 

A: No, although you may take the exam before your degree is conferred, you must have completed all credits for your 
J.D. before the first day of the exam. 

Q: I have completed all of my credits for my J.D. but I will not receive my degree before the exam. Can I sit for the 
exam? 

A: As long as your degree is conferred no later than 3 months after the first day of the exam you are eligible to sit for the 
exam. 

Q: Is U.S. citizenship required for me to sit for the exam? 

A: No. There is no citizenship or residency requirement to sit for the bar exam. 

 

https://admissions.dcappeals.gov/information-and-applications


Q: I took the exam in February. Will I find out whether I passed before the deadline to register for the exam? 

A: Yes. Exam results from the February exam will be available at least 7 to 10 days before the registration deadline.  

 

UBE SCORE TRANSFER/CONCURRENT APPLICATION 

Q: I am sitting for the exam in another jurisdiction. Can I apply now for admission by UBE score transfer? 

A: The Committee on Admissions is offering the opportunity for “concurrent” application. Applicants who take the bar in 
other jurisdictions to apply to D.C. before receiving their exam results. Applicants must apply during the specified period 
which will be sometime after May 9, 2024 and before June 20th. The two week application period for a concurrent 
application will be announced on the COA website. A concurrent application by transferred UBE score is valid only for the 
exam for which the application is made. Unsuccessful exam applications must re-apply. 

Q: When will I be admitted if I make a concurrent application by transferred UBE score? 

A: Concurrent applications will be reviewed during the same timeframe as applications by individuals who sit for the 
exam in D.C. You should be admitted within 8-10 weeks after the D.C. exam results are announced. 

 

REQUIRED FEES 

Q: How much  is the exam application fee? 

A: As announced on December 22, 2023, the application by examination fee increases to $405.00 effective April 1, 2024. 
The application fee must be paid by the application deadline, which is May 9, 2024, 5:00PM ET. Please note the date 
AND time of the deadline. All fee information is posted on the Committee on Admissions’ website. 

Q: Does the Committee on Admissions offer any fee waivers? 

A: No. 

Q: Are there other fees besides the application fee? 

A: Yes. You must pay the background investigation fee by May 23, 2024.  This fee is paid directly to the National 
Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE).  For most applicants this fee is $395.00, however please check the fee schedule on 
the NCBE website to determine your exact fee.  You must also pay the laptop exam software fee of $150.00. The laptop 
fee is paid directly to the software company between June 24th and July 1st. 

Q: Can I sit for the exam without paying for the background investigation? I heard that I can pay for this later. 

A: No. Completing the background investigation before the exam is now required. You must pay the fee for the 
background investigation by May 23, 2024. The Committee on Admissions will obtain a report from NCBE regarding 
these payments. Applications will be administratively terminated for applicants who have not submitted payment for 
the background investigation by May 23rd . 

Q: If I complete registration and pay for the exam but later decide to sit in another jurisdiction, can I get a refund? 

A: No. Application fees are not refundable. 

Q: If I complete registration and pay for the exam but later decide that I want to take it in February 2025 can my fees 
be transferred? 

A: No, application fees are not transferable to another exam. 

https://admissions.dcappeals.gov/
https://admissions.dcappeals.gov/bar-exam-fees
https://www.ncbex.org/character-fitness/DC/fee-schedule


Q: If I complete registration and pay for the exam but later decide to take it in another jurisdiction, can I use the bar 
exam fees I paid for a UBE score transfer application? 

A: No, application fees are not transferable to another application. 

Q: Does a repeat applicant get a reduced fee? 

A: If a repeat applicant has previously paid the background investigation fee they will complete an abbreviated 
application and will not pay the fee again, as long as the background investigation was completed on or after January 1, 
2021. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Q: How do I apply for accommodations? 

A: To apply for accommodations you must submit the Testing Accommodations – Applicant Request Form, medical 
documentation that provides proof of your disability and documentation of prior accommodations. Please see the 
Medical Guidelines for guidance on your supplementary medical documentation. 

Q: I took the D.C. bar exam before and was granted accommodations. Do I have to re-apply? 

A: Although you must indicate that you are requesting accommodations, if you wish to have the same accommodations 
you were previously granted for the D.C. bar exam, please upload a copy of your grant letter from the prior D.C. Bar 
exam. You do not need to upload medical documentation or other supplementary documents. 

Q: When will I get a decision on my accommodations request? 

A: Decisions will be made on a rolling basis and should be complete by July 1st. 

Q: How can I get an update on my  accommodation request? 

A: Any questions regarding accommodations are to be made by emailing: dcaccommodations@dcappeals.gov. Please do 
not send documentation related to your request to this email. 

Q: If I am not granted any or all of the accommodations I requested, can I appeal? 

A: Yes, appeals may be made. Appeals must be accompanied by new information within 10 days of the original decision. 

Q: Are masks required to prevent Covid19 transmission at the bar exam? 

A: Masks are optional at the exam. 

Q: What can an applicant expect if granted a “reduced distraction room”? 

A: The standard testing rooms may seat up to 1200 testers. At the non-standard testing sites, “reduced distraction” 
testing rooms generally provide seating for up to 50 testers depending upon the size of the room. 

Q: Can I apply for emergency accommodations if something happens after the deadline. 

A: Yes. For emergency accommodation requests send an email to Director Shanks, at sshanks@dcappeals.gov for 
instructions. Emergency accommodations may be granted when the Committee on Admissions finds that all of the 
following conditions have been met: 

1. The impairment occurred after the deadline for the submission of accommodation requests. 
2. The accommodation does not impose an undue burden on the Committee on Admissions. 
3. The applicant demonstrates a disability within the meaning of the ADA. 
4. The accommodation does not fundamentally alter the nature of the bar examination 
5. The accommodation does not jeopardize the security of the exam 

 

https://admissions.dcappeals.gov/getpdfform.action?id=204
https://admissions.dcappeals.gov/getpdfform.action?id=801
mailto:dcaccommodations@dcappeals.gov
mailto:sshanks@dcappeals.gov


 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 

Q: Since I already applied do I need to re-upload the required forms? 

A: With the exception of the Authorization and Release Form (A&R), you may re-upload the forms you submitted with 
your previous application. An A&R must have a notarization date that is on or after 9/1/2023. If your A&R is dated 
before 9/1/2023 you must upload a new form. 

Q: Do I have to provide an A&R to the Committee on Admissions and to NCBE? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What happens if I don’t know a specific date that is asked for on the application? 

A: Use your best estimate. You can explain any answer at the end of the character and fitness questions on the 
applications. 

Q: Do I have to have an MPRE score before I sit for the exam? 

A: No. The MPRE is not required to sit for the exam. However, you must earn a minimum score of 75 before you are 
eligible for admission. 

Q: How long will it take to be admitted after passing the exam? 

A: Most applicants are admitted within six to eight weeks after the exam results are published. 

Q: How can I get updates on the status of my application? 

A: Please use the “create message” button on the homepage of your application to make inquiries about your 
application. 

CHARACTER AND FITNESS 

Q: Does the background investigation have to be completed before I sit for the exam? 

A: No, the investigation fee must be paid by the stated deadline, however the investigation does not have to be 
complete. 

Q: I have speeding tickets but I don’t know the dates or locations. How do I record this on my application? 

A: Answer all questions related to dates to the best of your ability. You can provide an explanation of your answers at 
the end of the application. 

Q: What will happen if I have been arrested? Will that stop me from being admitted? 

A: An arrest is not an automatic bar to admission. If you have a felony conviction you will be required to have a hearing. 

Q: What can I do to mitigate for a history of substance abuse? 

A: The best action to take is to get treatment for any behavior or condition that may impair your fitness. 

Q: What are things that cause applicants to be flagged for character and fitness? 

A: The most common reason applicants are flagged for character and fitness is for a lack of candor. Applicants are 
encouraged to review the Essential Eligibility Requirements contained in D.C. App. Rule 46(8)(h): 

(h) Essential Eligibility Requirements. 

 (1) In General. In determining whether an applicant possesses the requisite good moral 



 character and general fitness to be admitted to the Bar in the District of Columbia, the 
 Committee must consider among other factors the following: 
 
  (A) misconduct in employment; 

  (B) acts involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation; 

  (C) abuse of legal process, including the filing of vexatious lawsuits; 

  (D) neglect of financial responsibilities; 

  (E) neglect of professional obligations; 

  (F) violation of an order of a court, including any child support order; 

  (G) evidence of a mental health disorder that impairs fitness to practice law; 

  (H) evidence of a substance use disorder; 

  (I) denial of admission to the bar in another jurisdiction on character and fitness grounds; 

  (J) disciplinary action by an attorney disciplinary agency or other professional disciplinary 
  agency of any jurisdiction; 
 
  (K) material information omitted from or misrepresented in the application; and 

  (L) evidence that the applicant has not demeaned himself or herself uprightly in any court or 
  when interacting with a court, an opposing party or counsel, or during the application process 
  when seeking admission. 
 
  (2) Weight and Significance of Prior Conduct. The Committee will consider the following in assigning weight and                
 significance to prior conduct: 

   (A) the applicant’s age at the time of the conduct; 

  (B) the recency of the conduct; 

  (C) the reliability of the information concerning the conduct; 

  (D) the seriousness of the conduct; 

  (E) the factors underlying the conduct; 

  (F) the cumulative effect of the conduct or information; 

  (G) evidence of rehabilitation; 

  (H) the applicant’s positive contributions to the community since the conduct; 

  (I) the applicant’s candor and comportment in the admissions process; and 

  (J) the materiality of any omissions or misrepresentations 

 

 

 

 


